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Regular Session, 2012
HOUSE BILL NO. 149

BY REPRESENTATIVE HENRY BURNS
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and "high school" for purposes of general school law

AN ACT

Toenact R.S. 17:236(C); to definefor purposes of general school law thetermselementary

school”, "middle school”, "junior high school”, and "high school”; to specify that
middle schools, junior high schools, and high schools shall be considered secondary
schools; to provide applicability; to provide an effective date; and to provide for

related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 17:236(C) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§236. Definition of a school

C.(1) Theterm "dementary school" means a school composed of any span

of grades pre-kindergarten through grade eight that excludes grades nine through

twelve. Theterm "middleschool" or "junior high school" means a school composed

of any span of grades four through ninethat includes grades seven and eight and that

excludes grades pre-kindergarten through three and ten through twelve. The term

"high school" means a school composed of any span of grades nine through twelve.

Middle schools, junior high schools, and high schools shall be considered secondary

schools.

(2) Theprovisionsof Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall not be applicable

to nonpublic schools approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education as provided by R.S. 17:11.
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Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article I11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by thelegislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legidlative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Henry Burns HB No. 149
Abstract: For purposes of general school law, defines the terms "elementary school”,
"middle school”, "junior high school", and "high school”. Specifies that middle
schooals, junior high schools, and high schoolsshall be considered secondary schools.

Present law (R.S. 17:236(A)) definestheterm "school™ for purposes of general school law,
R.S. 17:1-408.2.

Proposed law (R.S. 17:236(C)) adds definitions as follows:

@ Defines"elementary school” to mean a school composed of any span of grades pre-
kindergarten through eight that excludes grades nine through 12.

2 Defines "middle school™ or "junior high school” to mean a school composed of any
gpan of grades four through nine that includes grades seven and eight and that
excludes grades pre-kindergarten through three and 10 through 12.

3 Defines "high school™ to mean a school composed of any span of grades nine
through 12.

Proposed law al so specifies that middle schools, junior high schools, and high school s shall
be considered secondary schools.

Proposed law providesthat it is not applicable to nonpublic schools approved by the State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education as provided by law (R.S. 17:11).

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
(AddsR.S. 17:236(C))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Education to the original
bill.

1. Adds provision specifying that proposed law is not applicable to nonpublic
schools approved by BESE.
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